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WILL COUNTY BAPTIST HISTORY. 

Contributed by J. Stanley Brown. 

The beginnings of things are always interesting, but when 
they relate to the struggles of a small band of pioneers in the 
attempt to gain a foothold for their particular form of religious 
belief, these early records become inspiring as well as interest- 
ing. 

The earliest account of an organized Baptist body that we 
have been able to discover in Will County dates back to the 
early part of 1834. In 1832 the American Home Mission So- 
ciety sent the Reverend Jeremiah Porter, a Congregationalist, to 
the Hadley district. He was accompanied by Reverend A. B. 
Freeman, a Baptist, who in all probability organized the 
O'Plaine Church at "Yankee Settlement," the name by which 
Homer, one of the first settled townships in Will County, was 
best known. Mr. Freeman is said to have baptized the first 
person ever baptized on the shores of Lake Michigan. Later 
the OTlaine Church was called the Hadley Baptist Church, or 
perhaps more correctly affiliated with that body. Hadley vil- 
lage was in the extreme eastern part of Homer township, and 
seventy -five years ago was in flourishing condition but now it is 
hard to determine where the village was located. Dr. Moses 
Porter, the first practicing physician in this district, (who re- 
sided at Hadley) gave the ground on which the first church at 
Hadley was built in 1840. Previous to the erection of this 
modest building, public worship was frequently held in the 
groves which we are told were, "God's first temples", and the 
people were seated oh rough benches sometimes reaching from 
one stump to another. Owing to the natural changes in weather 
we may infer that these services were by no means regular. But 
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these early settlers were of sturdy stock, not easily daunted, 
and the building which stood for courage and sacrifice was at 
last dedicated, and occupied by the Baptists as a church until 
1903. In the early forties, Reverend Solomon Knapp was pas- 
tor of this church, followed later by Reverend J. D. Dibell, 
father of Judge Dibell, of more than local fame. Mr. Dibell was 
pastor of the church in 1850. In 1905 when the building ceased 
to be used as a church, according to the terms of the gift, the 
land reverted to the farm, which by this time was owned by A. 
C. Cutler. The organization was transferred to Marley, and 
the parsonage was removed to that place, after which the 
church was bought by a farmer who used it for a barn. "To 
what base uses do we come at last." 

A Baptist Society was organized at Plainfield in 1834. 
Reverend J. E. Ambrose was the first pastor. The original 
members were : Leonard Moore and wife, Rebecca Carman, 
Thomas Rickey and wife, and Albert B. Hubbard; their first 
church building was erected in 1836. 

The Dupage Baptist Church was organized August 26, 
1834. On that occasion, Elder Tolman preached from Malachi 
3 :10. The charter members were : Mr. Freeman, Alvina Board- 
man, Hiram Warren and wife, and daughter, Samantha, and 
Candace Godfrey. 

The first Baptist Church in Joliet was organized by Elder 
Ashley of Plainfield in 1837. The first meetings were held in 
the school building on Broadway, and Reverend R. B. Ashley 
served the church as pastor one-half of the time for one year. 
The first members of the church were Mrs. Sophia B. Chancey, 
Mrs. Hannah Cagwin, Mrs. Rebecca Higinbotham, Mr. and Mrs. 
Denison Green, Elijah Johnson and Reverend R. B. Ashley. In 
1840 Reverend Solomon Knapp became pastor of the church, 
but meetings were held very irregularly until 1853, when on 
the sixteenth of February a council was called for the purpose 
of reorganizing the society. Reverend R. B. Ashley presided 
at the council and the following persons united as members: 
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Michael and Margaret Tait, Thomas Tait, Prudence Burdick, 
J. B. Wait, Jesse Kyrk, Eliza Henry, F. Crouch, Eliza Crouch, 
Henry Watkins, Julius C. and Sarah Williams. The following 
letter was brought to the church by Michael and Margaret Tait : 

"These certify whom it may concern 
That the Bearers hereof, Michail and Marga- 
ret Taitt, have been Members of the Baptist 
Church here fore nearly Twelve years ; dure- 
ing which time, they have conducted them- 
selves with strick propriety in every part of 
their Deportment, ^nd leave us in full com- 
munion, their absence much regreted, as it 
will be much felt by the Church in general, 
and by their more intimate friends and con- 
nections in particular 

Sinclair Thomson, on behalf 
of the Baptis Church assembling 
in Dunropnep, Shetland 
Spiggle, May 12th, 1833." 

These meetings were held in the Court House until the 
fall of 1857, when they determined to erect a place of worship. 
In July, 1858, Mrs. S. F. Savage, whose husband had been a 
successful pastor in New England, but was now an invalid, 
went back to the scenes of other days, and from old personal 
friends and others who became interested, obtained in the 
course of six months the handsome sum of $3,000. That 
amount, with what was subscribed at home, was sufficient to 
build a handsome church building at the corner of Scott and 
Van Buren streets. 

In 1892 the Eastern Avenue Church withdrew from the 
First Church and was organized with Reverend H. J. White as 
Pastor. For two years this body worshiped in Hobbs' Hall, 
while their church building was in process of construction at 
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the corner of Eastern Avenue and Van Buren Street. The first 
officers of the church were: Clerk, G. L. Vance; Treasurer, E. 
E. Howard; Trustees, S. W. Lull, F. P. Golliday, D. H. Dar- 
ling, J. G. Patterson, J. E. Bush, E. E. Howard, Frank Bush, 
Solomon Williams, and Dorrance Dibell. This church has been 
very fortunate in its- selection of pastors, and much aggressive 
work has been done in the community. 

In 1917 the space occupied by this church was required by 
the High School and was sold to that body, since which time the 
Eastern Avenue Baptist Church has worshipped in the Masonic 
Temple, which seemed the most available building to be had, 
but the members are looking forward hopefully to the time when 
it will seem feasible to erect a suitable place to worship. 

The Baptist church was organized in Lockport by Rev- 
erend Solomon Knapp in 1844 with twenty -one members. Some 
years later their church building was erected at a cost of $1,500. 
It is to be regretted that that building has not been occupied for 
several years. The church was at one time quite flourishing 
under the leadership of Reverend John Higby, now in Pennsyl- 
vania. 

A German Baptist Society was organized about the year 
1855 in Green Garden by Reverend H. Jacobs, and six years 
later a fine church building was erected at a cost of $1,400. 

The Baptists built a very neat place of worship in Elwood 
in 1859, which we believe is no longer used by them. 

In 1863 a Baptist church was built in Frankfort. Rev- 
erend David Letts was the first pastor. 

A Baptist church was built in Wilton Center, formerly 
caller 1 Velve Mile Grove", in 1868. This was a well-known 
and famous locality frequented by hunters who knew of the 
prevalence of deer, wild turkeys, prairie chickens, and other 
game; it was also an Indian reservation and the trail from the 
Des Plaines timber to the Kankakee River led directly through 
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it, so that "Twelve Mile Grove" often furnished an excellent 
camping place for the Indians. 

A Swedish Baptist Church was organized in Joliet on the 
ninth day of October, 1881. Four of the original members were 
received by letter from the English-speaking Baptist Church, 
five by letter from Sweden, and three were received after 
baptism a week later. 

In 1903 the First Baptist Church of Joliet erected a fine 
house of worship in Brooklyn, an east side suburb of Joliet, 
and are doing an excellent work in that community. 



